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Principal’s Blog 
Have you heard of this buzz-acronym in education: STEM? How about STEAM? Or now 

there’s even STREAM! It’s all over the news and school websites and it’s a pretty big deal, so 

you might want to know why it’s so important and to know if St. Clare of Assisi School has 

joined the STEM bandwagon. 

STEM stands for Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics. It’s a term used to 

describe learning that incorporates two or more of those areas, and it strongly emphasizes 

real-world problem solving and critical thinking. STEM has been around in education for a long 

time; we used to call it cross-curricular learning and/or project-based learning. A few years 

ago, STEM grew to include the Arts as STEAM, and most recently the R was added for 

Reading; in Catholic schools we consider the R to stand for Religion. So why is it important for 

kids to be engaged in STREAM lessons and learning? 

One thing we know about educating kids in this 21
st
 Century is that our challenges in 

education are far different than they were for educators 50 years ago. In those “days of old,” 

students and their families were living in a more consistent, predictable world. So their 

education was fairly straight-forward. Students learned information about the world around 

them; adults worked in jobs for long periods of time, often staying with the same company for 

their entire careers. Everyone had their place and their roles to play. Today’s world is just 

about the polar opposite. Now our students have infinite amounts of information at their 

fingertips, able to have nearly any question “answered” with a simple Google search on their 

smartphone. The challenge today is not to have command of a great deal of information; now 

the challenge is knowing how to find information, and even more importantly, knowing how to 

use the right information in creative and productive ways. Today our teachers are always 

looking for ways to train our students to think critically, to be creative, to work in collaboration 

with others, to take risks, and to innovate. This is where STREAM comes in. When you 

combine Science, Technology, Religion, Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics in one learning 

project (or some combination of those), you are going to have kids thinking critically & 

creatively, collaborating, taking risks, and innovating. 

Are we doing this at St. Clare? You bet we are! Just in the last week I’ve observed STREAM 

lessons happening in 6 different classrooms because I’ve merely happened upon them. The 

one I’ll share was in a 6
th
 Grade Religion class with Mrs. Taormina. The topic was 

relationships. Mrs. Taormina read students a short story about two brothers who lived next 

door to one another and could not get along, and ends up being about building bridges to 

repair relationships. After reading the story, students broke into groups and worked on 

physically building a bridge together. They were given a finite set of supplies (popsicle sticks 

and masking tape) with the idea that they were to build the strongest bridge possible. I came 

upon the lesson when the groups were getting ready to test their bridges by putting weights on 

them, one at a time. Some of the bridges were stronger than others, most eventually 

collapsed under the weight of 5-6 packages of index cards. Students followed up the next 

class with reflections about what they learned together during the activity, and how those 

lessons can apply to their relationships with Jesus Christ and with one another. And that, my 

friends, is how we do STREAM at St. Clare of Assisi  School! 
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It has been said that 

when you are coloring 

if you color lightly it 

looks the most 

beautiful and you 

won’t “get all tuckered 

out” 

If you use 

ventriloquism to hum 

in class the teacher 

won’t  know it’s you. 

Kids Say the Darndest Thigns 

“building  bridges to repair 

relationships” 



 

School Board Scoop 

2017-2018 St. Clare of Assisi 

School Board Members: 

President—Tim Nowak                                                                       

Vice President—Andy Edwards                                                             

Secretary—Jennifer Seiler                                                                

Members—Jen Bisch, Bill Kallaos, 

Luis Medina, Laura Oberle,           

Michael Schoenwalder   

2017-2018 School Board Meetings:                                                                    

Thursday, November 16                                                                            

Thursday, January 18                                                                        

Thursday, March 22                                                                         

Thursday, May 17 

PTO News                                                             
Thanks to everyone who came to the first Movie Night!  The weather was gorgeous and we had a wonderful 

crowd!  Thanks to Steph Rudden for all her work to make it such a successful event!   

 

Make sure you join us on October 20th for Trunk or Treat!  This is always a fun, well attended event that the 

kids love and we are looking forward to another exciting evening for the kids to show off their costumes and 

dance with their friends...and get a little (too much!) candy! 

 

Did you know that the PTO has purchased the Renweb app for all parents at SCA?  You can download the 

app to get important announcements, check your child's grades or attendance reports.  It's a quicker way to 

check Renweb from your smartphone than having to go to the website. 

 

Looking ahead to November, save the date for SCA Mixtape, this year's trivia night on November 

18th.  Keep an eye for more information! 

 

“Love One Another As I have Loved you”   

John 13:34 

These words of Jesus are on the walls of our classrooms and in 

the hallways of our school, but most importantly planted deeply 

within our hearts.  We walk with Jesus and with the example of 

our patroness St. Clare to love and serve those within our 

school family and reach out to all who are in need. 

This week we are coming to the end of our annual food drive for 
St. Vincent de Paul.   Our students have amazing and compas-
sionate hearts, especially when they understand the “why” of 
what we are doing, their response reflects the love that Jesus 
has for all his children.   Thank you for making our food drive, 
and all other works of mercy possible for your children to partici-
pate in.   Together we truly are the hands and feet of Christ as 
we work together to serve the poor in our community and in dis-
tant places. 

 

•  Third grade participated in a book tasting and sampled different 

books to find out more about different genres.  They have also been 

experimenting with their Stem bins to explore different questions, 

and also write about the process they used to complete their tasks. 

Fourth grade continues to study about the solar system and is 

learning about the different planets and objects in space to prepare 

for our field trip to the Challenger Learning Center later this month.  

How many pennies can an aluminum foil boat hold?  Our 4th graders 

worked in groups to design a foil boat and were excited to test them 

out and then make changes to improve their design for a second 

trial. Students also used Quizlet on the Chromebooks to collaborate 

in small groups and review information about concepts studied. 

Learning Spotlight 



"5th grade has all-school mass in October and will 

finish the last 2 sessions of the field trip.  So far 

they have learned how math and American History 

are found in art.  Next, they will be focusing on how 

technology has impacted art and how artists tell 

stories through their pieces" 

 

Specials Space  Art News---Art is an essential component 
of education.  All children, not only those with specific artistic talent, 
benefit from opportunities to develop skills of viewing, creating, and 
talking about art. The students at SCA are working on the elements 
of art (form, color, line, texture, value, space, pattern and 
shape).   Art Hint---To clean paint stains on clothes, I rub Ivory bar 
soap into the wet stained cloth and then soak it overnight before put-
ting in the wash.   Mrs. Hummel 

Computer---The students will celebrate Digital Citizenship Week from 
October 16th-20th.  They will be using resources from NetSmartz.org 
which include animated characters, interactive games, and fun vide-
os that reinforce safety.  Please visit the website to learn more!   Mrs. 
Miller 

Library---Our Wild West Scholastic Book Fair has arrived!  Shopping 
for parents begins Tuesday, October 3rd at 7:00 am with our Donuts 
with Dudes.  Students can bring their Dad or any grown-up to enjoy a 
donut and do some shopping at the fair.  Children must leave for their 
classroom at 7:50 am, but parents are welcome to continue shopping 
until 2:30 pm. 

After another day of shopping (8:30-2:30) on Wednesday, October 
4th, we’ll hold our Family Night that evening from 6:00-7:30 pm.  The 
last day for shopping will be Thursday, October 5th from 8:30-
noon.  While at the fair, please consider buying a book for your 
child’s classroom library...look for the special display near the cashier 
table.  Thank you for supporting this Library fundraiser.  Mrs. Gier 

 
Music Happenings--Things are moving right along in music.  The in-
strumental band program has begun and the students are very excit-
ed.  If you did not sign your child up for lessons and would like to, you 
can still register at bandfortoday.com.  The 4th graders will begin re-
hearsals for the Advent Play in the next couple of weeks.  Mrs. 
McCormick 

 
P.E.--Serving, setting, spiking and scoring have what in com-
mon?   Of course, it’s volleyball and SCA students are working on 
their volleyball skills and learning the rules of the game.  Younger 
grades are improving their footwork and agility with relay rac-
es.  Everyone is getting a good workout.  Mrs. Tischer 

 

Preschool through 1st grade celebrated Johnny Appleseed 

and worked with apples in many ways this month.  The 

preschool did a class experiment using apples to create a 

chemical reaction with baking soda and vinegar.  Kinder-

garten weighed, measured, and graphed apples in their 

math center.  They also did an experiment that proved that 

apples float.  First grade worked as teams to see how high 

they could stack their apples.  They also did an experiment 

to see how apples change color when placed in lemon 

juice, water, vinegar, and baking soda.  First grade also 

got into character for Talk Like a Pirate day.  Second 

grade learned about the desert habitat through a variety of 

reading and writing activities.  They took a field trip to 

Rockwoods Reservation to learn about a pond habitat and 

the life cycle of frogs. 

Junior High Genius   

Ready for science! 

Books galore.  We love the Book Fair!  

What awesome new eighth grade attire! 

Junior high students are doing an excellent job helping to stock the Food 
Pantry.  Seventh and eighth graders have contributed over 75 items.   

6th grade received their Blessed Bibles 

2nd Grade—Learning about life cycles Frogs, Drag-

onflies & Metamorphosis 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 Book Fair 

Donuts for Dads  

High School 

night 

4 Book Fair 

family night  

5 6  

Ocktoberfest  

7 

8 9 10  school 

picture  re-

takes 

11Tiny 

House Mis-

sion kick off 

12 13     Noon 

Dismissal   

Faculty Meeting 

14 
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or Treat  
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Retreat  

22 23 24 25 26 27  Hearing 

& Vision Re-
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29 30 Halloween 

Assembly Par-

ent Teacher 

31 Parent 

Teacher 

Conferences 
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Did you know that the students and faculty of St. Gemma school come and visit with us on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays to attend Music and Library classes?  They also attend our special days of prayer and reflection, 

as well as various prayer and liturgical celebrations that occur throughout the school year!  We are truly 

blessed to have them here with us to share, learn and love God together!  

St. Clare and St. Gemma – pray for us! 


